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this summer. M any people have come into my office, and others 
of you, and said we do not n eed three Reg i o n a l  C e n t e r s  in this
state. That's  $15 million, the total b u d g e t  is about
$45 million; t hat we can do these things in the comm u n i t i e s  with 
adequate f u n d i n g  for co m m u n i t y - b a s e d  pro g r a m s  and we can close a
regional center at least. I t h i n k  that's s o m e t h i n g  we need to
pursue. A n d  so if we really w ant to be serious about cuts, I 
think there is g o i n g  to be oppo r t u n i t y  next year. R e m e m b e r  that 
we're w o r k i n g  on this fiscal year t h rough J une 30th of 2003. So 
we do h a v e  t o . . .if we can get this budg e t  in b a l a n c e  for the 
next year, we h ave time to w ork on those out-years, an d  we can 
take some significant cuts p r o g r a m  by program, and not do 
a c r o s s - t h e - b o a r d  c u t s ...

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: . . .that m a n y  of you are b o t h e r e d  with. We
can go in p r o g r a m  by program, and I've g i v e n  you some 
suggestions. Thank you, Senator Thompson, that was your list. 
Those are the things we looked at in our comm i t t e e  and we 
d e c ided m a n y  of those we could not do b e c a u s e  of th e  statutory 
change that was demanded, k n owing we could no t  w o r k  it through 
the sys t e m  fast enough. It will take changes. But those are 
some off t he to p  of our heads, literally, that we t h i n k  we could 
take. It'll t ake 25 votes or at least it'll t ake a commi t t e e  to 
put it out, and it'll take 25 votes on the floor to cut those 
programs. M e d i c a i d  issues will be the same way. T h e r e  is many. 
From my viewpoint, LB 1095 that's bogg e d  in c o m m i t t e e  right now, 
$3.5 million, is a r e l a tively easy one to take. It should be 
taken if you' r e  serious about c u tting a program. That's the 
M edicaid K ids C o n n e c t i o n  thing that is b e i n g  proposed. So...

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Time. Senator Raikes.

SENATOR RAIKES: T h a n k  you, Mr. Speaker. I'd call th e  question.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Do I see five hands? I do. Th e  question
before the body is, shall deba t e  cease? All t h o s e  in favor vote 
aye; all those opposed v ote nay. We are v o t i n g  on ceasing 
debate. H a v e  you all voted who care to? Record.


